200 PAPACY AND MODERN TIMES

regard religion/5 he said In 1806, " not as the
mystery of the Incarnation, but as the secret
of social order.'* He had acted on this view
In. Egypt; he was now meaning to apply it
in France.

And so he turned to Pius VIL9 lately elected
at Venice, but in his sympathies not Austrian,
who had entered Rome, July B, 1800. In
June, the battle of Marengo had given
Italy once more to the French. Bonaparte
sent a sketch of the future agreement, as
he conceived of it, to the Pope on June
25, and a remarkable outline it is. The
Constitutional Church was to disappear"?
the number of bishoprics must be reduced,
and many emigrant bishops deprived; the
clergy would have adequate but not luxurious
stipends; the Pope might freely exercise
spiritual jurisdiction over the Gallican Church,
and he alone should give its prelates canonical
institution, but the State was to nominate
them. Finally, the First Consul would rein-
state the Pope in all his dominions.

It was a tempting offer, and almost a
miracle in the light of previous events. The
Revolution had done its utmost to destroy
Catholicism; it was now prepared to re-
cognize and establish the ancient Church
not on a Gallican but on a Papal foundation.